COVERING LETTER

I am grateful to my friends in the medla who havs besn recseiving
these notss and have honorsd my reques: not to publicize any of them,

We come now to the question: After Drugs What? I told you th=t
there has long bsen on the youth scene a phenomenon more significant
and far reaching than drugs. In the past few years T have bean making
the effort to become more kmowledgsbls in caaa soclety or ths. Church
should discern it and wish to do something unhysterically preventzative

about it,

The best kept secret of the countsr-culturs has besm its chengling
sexuallty. A raplidly increasing proportion of allenzted young peopla
hes for soms tims been experimenting with bilsexuality, Homogezurlity,
or rather the mumbers of those openly professing themsslves Gay has
increassd enormously,

When thls phenomenon began to assert itself, I was still in the
mldst of unsuccessfully trying to convincs adults that most of what
they were teaching sbout drug use was myth. As often as T kad pre-
dicted some new phenomenon the adults becams move angry at me and’
aceused me of putting the idea in the minds of Idds. I wasn't about
to talk publicly about this highly incendiary topie and bring the
whols thing toppling down upon nmy head. Even now it is my intention
never &galn to predlect what is coming mext sinees i1t 1s obvlous that
authorities never believe it and never act to pravent 1t, Changing
sexuallty 1s not what ls coming but whet has bean hers for at lesss

three ysarsg,

When you read the llst of the many reascns why kKids do drugs,
you will find omittad Iinevitably this onms: guilt and confusion over
homosexual tendencies. Yst in my experlenca, it is ors of ths ma jor
motlvations in drug abuss. :

Ag Gay Llberstion becomes more voclfercus (and mors oubragsous
a3 1t some times deliberately does) there is bound to ba =z whits,
Christian backlash., It is that backlash about which I am mors concernsd

than the phenomenon itself, '

Bilsexuality is a conditlon far more calculated to frighten parsnts,
incenss the red-nscks, invite contradictory medical opinions, stampeds
the legislators and confuss the judiclary them drug asbuse was, yebt for
some time blsexuality (attractlon to both sexss, sexually repulsion frrom
neither) has bssn the least noted characteristic of changing he-lts

among young peopls,

Can't you hear the war cry?" Beware overt inverts; covert pervertas
ki1l a eam=ie, kippie, nigger, Jew, Jop, Quaes for Christ!!

The vots of Massaclmsetts, the most Catholic state in the
Union, to the contrary notwithabtanding, Catholics wvobted
againat the Democratic Party., They couldn't vois ageinst
tha Church, so they voted agalnst the Democratie Party
historically associated with the Cathelic Church, In

In November, Catholics went decisively middls~class and
conservative, They voted for the establishment, for the
sSatus quo, for lsw and order, for the Protesbtant sthic,
for the old values and egalnst reform, against the
women'!s liberetlon, against the youth movement, agsinst
ths welfars state and against change; mostly against changs,

Ghangs has become a diriy word. Rev, Msgr. Georgs W. Cassy
The Boston Pilot,
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Hare 18 a recent e-ticle on my Minisiry:

Paul Shenley: The Harmit of Terrible Mountaln, Boston!s
street priest who gained 2 national repubtation as the
Catholic Church!s only cleric assigned full-time to work
with allenatad youth on the streets, Father Paul is back
in town again,

Father Paul laft the strest in Fall, 1969, amid a flurry
of rumors, "He wss a Communlst, He went back to Russia.
Hg was arrested for selling bad acid...Xe became a haroin
addict...He was an undercover marcotic sgsnt until the
strest people exposed him." The Associsbted Press, that
official erbiter of mlsinformatlion, usad its wires to
promote a story that Father Panl had left bscauss he
couldn't stand worldng with the Ilds snymors,

He loft the strset tellling people to whom he was close
that he was beglinning to gee a new post=drug trip the kilds
were headed for - a trip he dsclipad to describe,

Hig discovery willl noi be news to some segmenss of the
commnity: Bigexuallity and homosexuality have grown end
contime to grow as the preferred sezual expression of
young freaks, The sexuslly "deviant™ person is going to
be Americals new nigger. Socletyls rejection of the young
igexuels 1s golrng to push them into homosezuslity, with
ell the oppresslon that implies. The cost to the young
Idd who marches to the tuns of a different drummer in his
or her sex life is likely to be hig or her 1ife,

Thers's a reason why Fether Psul has chosen to remain
qulst about his discovery thls long. It's the sams rsason
he left a minlstry he so obviously lovsd -~ the peopls
wouldn't listen.

He had predicted a record mumber of runaway youths; the
people and authorltiss ignored hls wernings, end the nexb
summey there wers more then a millien runaways on the street.
He predicted that if thae goverrmment dried up the pot supply,
the klds would turn to heroin; the adults didn't listen,

but 1t happened just like hs said it would. Esz predicted
the infilux of hsroin to the suburbs; the adults poo-pocaed
his prophecy. Ha tcld the adulis that 1f they didn't act
soon, there would be a wave of youthful violence; thers was
no regponse. He said there was wide~spread use of merijuans
among the troops in Vietnsm, and ths govermmsat denied his
charga, He warned that the soldiers! use cof merijuana was
going to lead to keroln, he was brardad "umpatriotic™ for
his suggestion that any such problem existed...until the
truth became Imovm,

In sach cass, when his predlctions were proven accursatba,
the authorities erd eolders turred to 1iim for edvice. Inm
sach case 1t was teo late, "Whet I was traized for is
prediction ernd prevention,”™ he would explaln, "Nobt re-
habilitation,”

So it was not surprising tha% Father Panl decided mot to tsll,
"After drugs, whebt nex5?' In those days, 211 hi3 would say ls:

‘"There i1s and has been a phencmanon oa tha youth scene far

mors important and astoniahing than drugs, about whilch I
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never elucidated since I was having s6 mmch troubls cor
vinelng people of the truth about drugs, aliepation,
viclence and runawsys."

Father Paul is aware thabt hls forecast of new rumbers anj
lncreased repression for bisexuals and homosexuals 1s nek
"news"™ to the gay commnity. "In no way do I want to

speak for the gay community", he emphasized, "The only
reason I'm saying enything now is that the gay comrmni ty
has asked me %o speak, not for them, but for the bisexnals,"”

He's trylng to be earsful in the 1an§uage he uses, "I
don't like the term 'homosexuality! ®he says, "I'd pether
tallk about homossxual acts, or heterossxual or bisexaal
acts. I don't want to categorize a person siaply on the
basls of his or her sexusl prefsrence.”

But Father Paul 13 going to be carrylng his new pPre~-
diction primarily to the same people who didn't 1listen
before, He 13 steeling himself for ancther round of
rejectlons,

"Lat ms tell you what I'm saying to my sudiences., Catholics
bave always had a niggsr. We're temporarily embarassad
because we dontt have a niggsr right now., We started oub
with the red men, then wert to the black man, and then ws
mede the long-halrs our niggers uniil we found out we
eouldn't beat up on them becauss theyirs ocur own ldds,
But the adults wanb a nigger. I think our nsw nigger is
going to be the person of different sexual preference,
There are an estimatsed 20 million 'homosezusls! in the
country, the mumber of 'bisexuals'! 1s probsbdly several
times that. The adults ere golng mistaksnly to confuse
blsexuality with homosexuality; they're going to end up
finding ocut their new nigger is their owa 1d4d.”

It's going to be the seme ¥ind of mistake the adults

made about the kids who ussd merijusns, Fether Paul worries,
"Ysars ago I was saylng, don't associate pob wlth heroin,

If you associate it with heroin and come down heavily on

it, you'll drive kids inbo heroin, ¥How, by tha sems toksn,
don't assoclate blsexuality with homosexuality,

Bisexuslity, as far as I am concerned, end using the adult
terms which I really don't understand any more, is 'normall,
‘naturalt, 1s not !'pathologlical! and not 'neuroctic!, It

is non:g of the things the general public ssems to think

it is,

"Besides, he continued, "who are the adults to tsll young
peopls about sex? Masters and Johnson rsport that mors
than 50% of the adults axme sexually dissatisfied. A
quarter to a third of all marriages end in divorce, ard
4o% of 211 marringes are in trouble,"

Pathsr Paults conesrn 13 also colored by kis knowledge
of how tough the strest i3, by painful experisnses of
sesaing "predatory adults" work over the young, by how
many kids are dying. He has geen them literally die,
thrown away by society, into the Combat Zona snd Kammors
Square and slsewhers,
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"Ifm convinced that sulcids is now the No, 1 Iiller of
young gay pecople™ he bsgan. "When I came back to Boston
end started lookxing into all the gay groups, I found that
apart from High School Gays Unitad, nobody wents to touch
kids under 21 because of the laws against contributing
to the delinquency of minors. The gay peoplse hsve all
pushed ma to stick with the bisexuals and concantrate on
the ones under 21,7

“"Back when pot was the i1ssue, he conbtimied, "the klds came
to the city becauss they couldn't find anybody at home who
understood about drugs, Now there are hotlines, and
counseling in the suburbs...,end there's a new rumaway in

the eity. XKids - average age 15 - ars leaving homs to come
to Boston's gay scene. For the sams reason: out in suburbia
there is no one they cen talk to about thelr ssxual cone

fusion,

I dontt think ssxual activity among membsrs of the same sax
is so much the problem, he concludsd, It's what scciety says
and does sbout it, We have Xids being giv en shock treat-
ments for having an intersst in persocns of ths same sex!

To ms,

thet 13 like giving shock treatments to people who

have becoms afflictaed with the diseage of adolescenta, It
is absurd, 4nd I'm told prefrontal lobotomiss ars coming
bsek In vogus.™

Excerpts from PRIEST SEES YOUNG BISEXUALS AS NzvW

NIGGERS by Chsarles Lerrigo for the Bosbon Phocenixz, Jan,9,1973.

When I returned to Boston and found myself inundated with Ilds who

nsadad to talk s

bout thelr sexuality, it was inevitable that I touch

base with all the gay organizations since bisexuals wander back and

forth betwsen the gay community and the streight,

ment among the professlonals that there was a bias in the genarsl gay
population ageinst the very existencs of bisexuality, If a 24 relatad

to the same sex,

then they asssured him he was homosexusl. Tkus thers

arg meny young people who think they srs Gay but whom I am convinced
ars not, In addltion the only place a blsexusl can find acceptance is

the Gay commnit

The new runaway
years ago when s
ellenated;, thsre
g0 he ran swsy.

conters and so he can find in his own town psople who can understand him,

A similar thing
homeozexuality,

eonviet him of s
ghetto of scme ¢

in the late 60's

ard the laws are

¥ and s0 he tsnds to gst locked In thare,

of whom I spoks is easily understood. Just as a few
kid let hils hailr grow, smoked a Jolnt and becams

wes no one in his commmunity to whom he could talk and
How there are half-way houses, hot lines and drop-in

i1s happening with Idds who discover their bisexuality or
Thers 13 no ons in thelr suburban community who will not
In or sickness or both and so he runs awey to the Gay

I found gensral sgrse-

ity in order to find understanding., It is only a trickle
and I don't expect 1t to become a major influx such as we had with the lIdds
» But 1%t is s devilishly tricky thing to work with sincs
the predatory adults are still ercund {most homosszuels are not predators)

so prohibitive of assisting him., My oft-repested saw

s¢ill stends: If you make it a crime to kelp runaways only criminels will

help them,

"0f all
thkrses y

tsensge
every

the steries and situatiors Ifve encountered in my
ears activity in the gay movemsnt, the plight of gay

rs who b me wards of the state end ar t
c hby sggge%ywand sgcialeagamges gs tﬁepggggag% g%
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all,"™ says Sidney Abbott, programming anslyst for ths New
York City Dept. of Mental Health and founding member of
New York's Identity House. "It makes me angry. It makea
me want to change things.®

" Ms. Abbott says she became lmvolved with ths problems of gay
teensgers when a soclel worker, who requested aronymity, from
a New York area sgency contected her sbout a lb~year-cld black
boy who had been kicked out of his foster-care home afber 12
years there bscause tha elderly coupls caring for him becems
upset over hils occasional chort disappearances and irdulgences

in homosexusl activity.

"The boy had & gocd record” Ms., Abbott explaina, "Hs attended
school regulerly, conducts himself conventionally, 13 nob
involved with drugs.®

"After a chiléd reaches sarly adclescence and sbarts acting
out sexuslly, the feeling is you can't put a gay child in a
regular fostsr home or s regular state institution teczuse
they wlll contsminate everyone elss", Dr, Goodman said,

"It's a policy of the agency, not always the feellngs of the
agency staff members themselves., Sometimes 1%t's an unmritten
policy, sort of a de facto segregatlicon, The kids usually srd
up In the temporary detentlion centers in the city and theyt'rs
reslly horrible.™

"Itls s whispered sbout problem", one sccial worker voluntesred
after being assured that he wouldn't be quoted., "In meetings,
they make statements like, "Homcsexual behavior is ons of our
biggest problems in the detention centers; [0 or 50 percent

of the population is involved, And then they spend the rest
of the mesting talking sbout otker things., It!'s a subjsct
they just can't cope with, They don't know what To do abautb

it. 13

"our contention is that there 13 no reason vwhy a home shouldntt
be opsned up to a gay child,” Dr. Goodman slzborates, "And
of course we feel gay people should be ellgible to have children
to care for if they wish to., But 1t's all extremely com-
plicated because it's all tisd up in the buresucracy.”

Saddest of sll - The gay klds whonrt no~ons wants

by Rendy Wicker, N.Y.C. in Ths Advocabe. Jan. 3, 1973.

Here l1s something I wrote three ysers ago but held onte until now:
The area of my competence is quite clircumscribed although people are slways
trying to get me to extend beyond i1t and ars impatient when I will not go.
I am nelther very insightful nor clairvoyant$ in respect to the more pro-
found end remote csuses of trends, Rether I hevs had some success in
defining events elready hers, but inchoate, Inciplent; I see the genesls
sooner than most only beceuse I have access to the events as they have
begun and a feilr knowledge of how youth will react to them, especlally 1f
gsociety should react in certein ways, To ascribe to ms prophetic powers,
the power to foretell or foreses events which have as yet no resllty is to
pay me honor for sn sptitude I nelthsr have mor desire, It also places &
burden on me I am lncapsble of carrying. It is no self-sffacement to
insist thst my abilities ere most limited and my epodictic statements un-
remarkebls glven the sources to which it has been my good fortune tc have

8ccess,
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With that in mind, let me make some guarded reflectionss

1) Youth workers would be well advised to prepare themselves
to counsel young people regarding bisexuality.

In 8 Seminar sponsored by the AMA's Committee on Medicine
ard Rellgion, Masters & Johnson noted that st least half
of U.S. marrlages sre jeopardized by sexuel dysfunctions
involving one or both partners, .

Yot until 1960, Masters sald no medicsl school offersd a

course in the rudiments of sex counseling; and even today,

& quarter of the schools have yst to inaugurate such !
courses. Seminaries, he added, have beenr Just as laggard

in recognlizing the clergyman's role as sex counselor in

thelr curriculums., :

"How embarrassing", ssid Masters, "even how appalling 1t
1s that medicine and religion consistently havs refused
to accept every resl or Implled challenge to dispel the
misconceptlions, replace the misinformation, or neutralize
the sexual taboos that represent a major threet to the
quality end stability of merriage,”

The revolution in ettitudes toward the frank discussion
of sexusl matters, he predicted, will produce a masssivas
demand for counssling, But as metters now stand, he
declared, the professions "wlll not be capsble of acceptw
ing this responsibility,”

2) A veritable flood of solid sclentific study and discussion
i3 needed now.

3) The Church could agsin sssume a role of legdership and
~ relsvance, not to mention compassion were she to sournd the
Bocsin, At the very least she could by educating her
people, prevent 1n large measure the suffering and violence
with which her people are not urdispossd to treat Ydevianta.™

L) The most she could do, distingnishing between the sln and
the sinnsr and loving ths letfer, is resch out to all who
deviete sexnally from her i1deal ard welcoms them into her

precincts,

Why am I suddernly surfacing on thls issue? DBecause the Gay community
as asked ms to snd feels that the tims is ripe., I hope so, I went on a
TV program with the Homophile Comminity Heelth Center and got 1ittle flack.
Then I did a WEET talk show for several hours with Howard Nelson and got
mostly favorable phones calls, But evidently the negative resctors decided
to writs te the Cardinal instend of calling in to the station, The
Cardinal wrots to me asking me to explain soms of ths statements I had
allegedly made so that he could in turn explain to his cerresponrdents their

misintsrpretations,
Hexrs sare portions of my reply‘to the Cardinel:
I am truly sorry that my radioc appearance brought you new problems in

the midst of your recent honors but In such a sensitlive area pecplets
emotions lead them to hesar shat they want, Machiasvelll wrote: "The great
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mae Jority of mankind 1s satisfied with appearances, as though they wers
reallitles, and are more influenced by things that seem than by things
that are." Yet it 18 so important to discuss these issues desplitas the
danger of scandal since the scandal of silence causas far greater suffer-
ing than the scandal "in pusilorum" your lstter reflests. "It 1s whan
we gll play safe that we create a world of utmost insecurity, M

On three occasions during that progrem I reminded Listeners that
although I wes certainly concerned sbcut the questions of morality, 1.
was with the lsrger questlion of whet we Christians do to homosexuals
rather than what homosexusls do with their bodies. Stonlng & woman taken
in edultery as the 0ld Testament sdvises would be s far greatsr sin than
the ons she committed, To attempt to restrain the stonsrs might well give |
the impression thst one cordoread adultory, but anmy degree of sophistica-
tlon would induce hesitation in arriving at that verdict., Who cen tell
ug why the Priest passed by the man 1ying by the roadside between Jerusslem
ard Jericho? Perhaps the victim wss a homosexual, but the Ssmaritan csred
not, By our silence we churchmen cen ourselves sncourage our people to
walk Dy in silence or worse - to actually be the attackers of homcsexuals,
But 1t would be utterly outrsgeous then to turn back ard attack the good
Semarlitan toe,

I did not say that mssturbetion was not morally evil, Rather that
few young Priests today believe or teach young people that it is mortally
sinful as we di1d ten years ago. Your own Professor of Mcral Theology,
Rev, Jemes O'Donohoe, would insist thet this distinection is crucial and
not contradlictory. I did ssy thet some reputable moral trheocloglans,
scripture scholars and even the NFPC are requesting the church to review /
her stand on homosexuality. Noivan, Curran, Kennedy et al, If their
views are indeed contrary to doetrine, I would have thought they would
be silerced or at very least repudiated. In any case the quarrel 1s wilth
them not me. When a Cardinsl Arehbishop has an approved Mass for Gays
in bils Archdiocese (Chicago) without explanation, then perhaps the dange
of scendal emanetes from thoss who permit it rather than from those 1ike /

myself who mention it,

I would welcome some statement from you or the Bishops on the
position of ths Church on masturbstion or homosexuslity since confusicn
reigns. Accoerding to an srticle appesring in The Boston Pilot soms
years ago premarital Intercourse was not in the 13th century a bar to
Holy Commmunion, Now it 1s, The primary purpose of marriage waa pro-
creation when I was in the Seminary, Now it is rot, I am told, I em
not a lsarned scholar but heving invested large amounts of time and monsy
over the last few years in study, I can tell you that the writings of
Cetholic theologians on masturbation and homosexuslity have led to great
confusion and a detailed explanation of the official church position
needs to be elucldated, If I taught in Bostom {which I did not) whet
scoras of theologians, Priest-psychologlsts and scripture scholsrs are
teaching with impunity around the world (that adolescent megturbation
in se 13 not serious sin) I invite the charge of scandal., When a Bishop
or many Blshops do not silence these theologisns, then presumably there
is room for that opinion,

As an example of what leads to confusion: Pope Paul speeks agalnst
birth control. Washington Priests publicly disagree, Thelr Bishop
sllences them and receives Papsl approval, Nabtional Conferences of
Bishops of several countries srnounce & policy tret virtuslly colncides
with that of the suspended Priests. Rome does mnot silence the BishopSe..
now confusion reigns, If I teach in Boston or Washingtor what the Bishops
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of those several conferences taught, I am In errcr but they are not?

T am suspended but they are not even verbally corrected? If I do not
teach what those Blshops taught but simgly advert to the fact that they,
not I, sald it, am I then in dangsr of "expressing views contrary to ths
teaching of the church?" What ls the teaching? Further, csn a Priest
be suspended for egreeing with 50 Bishops if his own Bishop disagrees?
If the teaching is clear and the Blshops 1In accord, then what are we to
make of the fact that most Priests and people believe and practice con-
trarily regarding mesturbation? .

As you might expect of me, my words were deliberately chosen, de-
tailed, not off-the-cuff or rash. I took great pains to allay fsars and
misinterpretationa arnd wes ever consclous of the sensitivitles of the
older, congervativs Cstholiec, I hold no views contrary to the doctrine
of the Catholic Church of which I am conseclous and sven i1f I did would
never nresume to preach them while pretending I was spesking as a Prieat
for the Church, That I am & Pled Piper leading youth astray hasg been
en oft-alleged end mean-minded Judging of my motives which deservss no

reply.

Because I reached out to runsways, it was once said I spproved of
running away. Years lerier wou weurself established & hostel for them,
Because T once reached out to draft dodgsrs and deserters, I was once
cglled a traltor. You yourself later established z ministry to counsel
them, Because I once worked wlth drug sbusers, I was accusad of encoursag-
ing drug sbuse. Tou yourself much, much later would eppolnt Me, Surrettas
to do the sams, Now to work with sexual variants, the new form elienaticn
has teksn will be to incur wrath of Catholics and it will be said that I
encourege 1t, Jesus was klllsd because EHe ste and drank with sinners
end He told us that i1f we love those who love us, act like us, wear thsirx
helr as we do, subscribe to the sams political or pestrioeftic stance as
we, adopt ths ssme sexual morality as ws =~ 1f we love those people ws
are no better than the pagans or the tex-collsctors., We must lova thoss
Who disegree with us,

Your originsl estimstion of my gemine concern for youth needs In no
way to s re-assessed as a result of this redio program. Surely you ars
awars that I have more thsn my shars of detrsciors (as do you) and despltis
bone-wearingss find the energy to walk back into the fray lknowing full

well the consequences,

My lmmediate Superior, Father Robert Bulloclk, hesrd the program and
can recall nothing that sppeared to him contrary to doctrins, The Urban
Sisters hsard the seme talk several days labsr and could find no error
in it, Ironlecslly, Monsignor John Sexton wrote to congratulats me on
the program but to complain that I didn't get 1nto the morality questicn.,
("fou insisted on disasspciation. of morality from the gravamen of the
digcugsion, Mayhe you could talk me cut of 1%, but I don't see how
morzlity can be detached from any reallistic study of homosaxuality.")

So I am demned for doing it end for not. From textbooks used in your own
Seminary snd from verbatim clags notes taken in seminary lectures, I can
establish i1f need be that rightly or wrongly the same sources I quotad
on the sir are taught in seminary courses, Those who would come to teks
me away will find a heavy losd.

Since you mention that informants are "good people" not eranks, I
Imagins thet you must reply to them, (I too would 1llke ths oppertunity
to confront them gsince I think calumniastors and detractors heve as much
responsibility es I to defend thelr accusations) I suggest you send them
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coples of the emclosed U.S. Catholic articls, "A Christian Response to
Homossxuals.” At some point in the futurs you might be avallable to
ta1k wlth me sbout the plight of this growlng minority group 1n the
Archdiocass, A3 you mentionsd, you are the Shepherd of the falthful
and God will hold you asccountable for thelr spiritual welfare. Bub I
suspect that you must be somewhat unaware of wha’ 1s happenling -- of
the mew sexuel runawsy, average age 15, who 1s trlcikling into Bostonts
gay ghetto; of the sulclde rate which i3 now the flrst causs of death
among gay youth, (enclose a typlcal letter of & boy who took his own
1ifs before I could gat to him.)s+ OFf the hundreds of young hustlers
who sell thelr bodies on our two meatracks and of the increase in
hustling emong Junior High Schoolers in the suburba., I &m surs you
heve neither time nor interest in the rock music but David Bowls, Lou
Reed, The Dolls, Alice Cooper and the Mldler girl have 811 exprsssed
their homosexuality, bisexuality, transvestlam, embl sexuality or what-
ever and they are the top drawing muslclans on the local scene, Dacadence
will be the next form allenation tekes.

One in three men has had some homosexual experienca, ons in five
has had extensive experlence and ome in twenty 1s exclusively hcmo-
sexual, Twenty million homosexuals in America. Tha American Paychiatzie
Association is considering removing this from thelr 1llst of emotlonal
1linesses, There ere three or four times morse blsexuals than hono-
sexusls, Three male to two female homosexuals. The second worst thing
to be in America is gay. The worst is to be black and gay.

What heppens to the homosexual youthful offender? I have bhad
gevarsl btalks with the Dept, of Youth Services and the Divislon of Child
Guardianship on this matter, In reform schools, they are lnevitsbly
raped, In Half-way houses, they are emotionally destroyed, There ars
thres solutions which occur to me and which I am proposing but the
point is that we, the Church, must be aware and concerned,

The greater proportion of vlolence visitsd upon Gays comes from
the Christian {in Boston read Catholic) commnity, dJust as young
Catholics in my boyhood felt it an act of plety to beat up a Jesw on
Blue Hill Avenue or sbone a protesbant church, so todey's Chrlstlans
think they do God a service when they beat up & fag., If you have the
purity of angels, and the sbortlonless, monogamous ci rch-blesgsed
marriages if you have the faith of Peter and the aducation of parochia
schools; 1f your speech be devold of four lstter words yet you have not
charity toward homosexuals then,..btinkling brasd...soundlng cymbals...
Catholic but hardly Christian, Have you evsr recslved any mall from
any of thssa critics protesting what we are dolng tg homosexuals or is
their concern only about what homosexials do? Theras are degress of sin.
Plesse God I am found smong the latter rather then the former, if it
must be ons,

Plsase support and encourage me, I nesd to luow that you, as
did your predscessor, will presume that the love of God and His Church
which alonme could have kept ms in ths priesthood against ssemingly
insuperable advarsariss snd conditlons, still motivates my activities
among the disenfranchissd of thls world, I am not urawers that I an
an embarrassment to you and my brother prlests. It is no snall source
of sorrow to me, yet no other path seems consonant with my obligations.
You sbove mll others must know bthe enervating tenslon of misurderstand-

ing snd prejudice. Jesus knew 1t, .
Sincsersly //
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# Dear Father Pauls

You do not know how happy I am to have heard your radio
program., I cannct go to my famlly or even my parish priest on
this matter as I am fram a smell town in Missouri. I really do
have a problem, T think I am Gay, I 1like girls and go ocut with
them and have even gone all the way bub then when I am in the
locker room after a football game, I have desires for men,

’ I hope you will advise me, I am 21 end in my last yeam
at (a Catholic college) and mext year I will go into professlional
baskstball out West, I hope you can help me get straightensd out
before then,

It is bad, I am goodlooking (not corcsited), misculer,
tall girls all over the place and I only think of men. Please,
pleass help me. Maybe this is what I really am but I am not
sure, Is thls a sin to like men more than girls? I don't lnew,
I hops you do. I feel from listening to you on the radio that
you must really mean what you say - that you want to hslp people’
liks me. I nsed hels.

I do not want to give you my nsme and address right now
as I am too ashamed but I have & melling address yeu mey use 1f
you feel you can help me, If not, I thank you anyway for read-
ing my letter, Thank you,

: dim

On the evs of his departure for Rome, the Cardlnal asked me to
come to supper at his residence and assured me of his interast and eone
cern for my work and endsd by giving me every encouragement te cone
time, While he mailnbalnsg a conservative approsch to the morglity of
the acts of homossxuals and dismisses, I think, too lightly ths con-
flict bebtween the theologlans and the bishops, ha sees thed ths
resolution of that confliet 1s not my jJob =nd my mentloning that
conflict is not wrong. Certainly he was sdemant and evsn vigorous
in hils demnciation of those "Christlans" who persecute the homossexumal
in the name of Christ, -

e las ords spoken in "The Boys in ths Band” a fins movie
sbout ‘one type of homosexnal, are these: Whsn I held my father in ny
arms as he was dying, he sald to me: "I don't understand 1t all, I
mever did," Meaning he dldn't underatand 1ife., PBut his son was
applying thase words to homosexuslity. I make no pretense to under-
standing it elther, Thers is mext to no sclentific study of eny worth,
There 1s ro telling how much of what we Ffeel about it 1s naturel fsel-
ing and how much cultural accretion, It hes besn so taboo a subject
that we ave bereft of the clarifications that ccms with openness, Put
I do Imow quite a 1itile about human suffering es it suffuses and
suffocates the disenfranchised, It seems to ms that ons nsedn't
have a medical kmowledge of cancer to commiserats with ths vietim of
1ts ravages. Hor nsed Christians wait for gnidarce, documentation,
explicatlion or lsadership in reaching ocut to the sexusl varisnt,

It remains truly astoenlshing to me how easlily surmed up is
the moral code of Jesus, yet how difficult it seems of appllication to
the best of Catholics: love the sinmer while hating the sin, No one
ssens to havs besn less in favor of sin than Jesus, yet He found no
contradiction in loving the zimmer, Nonetheless, blocd-thiraty
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religieus people found Eim worthy of death for eating and drinking
with sinners.

Then a3 now we are quite ready to pralse God by stoning seaxual trans-
grossors yet incapabls of loving not only sinners but those who resch
ocat to them, :

The intenslty of feroclty toward thls partieular type of sinner
borders on the maniacal and certainly refleots the diabeolical for 1%,
is inflicted in the Name of the Lord..."people walldn up 0 JA...
shoutin glory halleluysh,..then they try to sock it to ya...in the
Fame of the Lord.,.."

Desplte all attempts to remove it from ths mind, one conbtimes to
wonder whether or not Catholicism actually breeds this mentality, so
strongly entrenched, widespread and brazenly announced is it by the
churchgoling crowd., Worase still, that it is so seldom reproved or rew
pudlated by those in sutherity. All thls concentration en the morality
of what homosexuals do is akin to Catholics in Germany being outraged
by ths ssxusl mores among the prisoners st Dachau while obliviocus of
the larger moral questlon of what they were doing to Jews by incar-
cerating them in the first place. '

That articls about me appesred in ths local underground newspaper;
The Boston Phoenix, and was mbsequently picked up by the Nationsal
Catholic Reporter, Evidently it was later to eppear in the Londen
Tablet sinee the accompanying vicious letter was fortheoming,

London, England.

Re: Artlicle in the Tablet,
Dgar Father Shanlay,

We read that you, as funll-tims Ministar in your Archdiocese to
Youth wern thet thers will be dire raesulfs 1f there is no mew understand-
ing of your people's Sexnal Confusion and Exploration, Sexual excesses
and an sccompanying New Terminology do mot surprise me. What does
surprisgs me is the phrase New Understanding, for if as I suspect thia
phrase means c ondoning and sympathy,then I find it strange that this
should be thae attitude of a priest, particularly as Archdiccesen
Direector of Youth,

Paychology was always, and still is, & fascirating subject. So
is Theology. Catholic Prissts of & bygons day had sufflcient of both
fo be abls to gulde the young and the o0ld, the clever and ths shtupid,
But Peterralism is now an opprobrious word, You, cbviously, will not
be gullty of using this term. Bubt I worder what term could be applied
o you if morel aberrations call for a Few Understanding., The
Exploration in which these young peopls are indulging should give them
an edge on thelr director (if he is a moral priest). YOU and they
should loglcelly changs plases., You should certainly change your title
whick, in the clircumstances, is a misncomer,

There are undoubtedly misfits in our socisty - there always have
been - and always will be. Assuming that the mejority of people have
been normal, down the ages, thls would be compatible with ths truth
that 1f they broks the Tan Commandments they would bs elther unfalthful
or lmmorgl,...& new understanding did not have to be sought, other than
a8 reminder that man is free to act sccording to the Law of God or not.
If there are exceptions,..then culpability is also affectsd,

What you are implying Father Shanley, ia that thers is row a pre-

I-03

W
[39]



ponderanca of homosexuallty and bisexuality and the addiets cannot help
themselves, This 13 a sad commenbary on Americals Youth, bubt a sadder
cemmsntary on guldes liks yourself who eppear to be no different from
your Protastant contemporarles,

If the Blind lsad the Blind, do they not both fall into a PIT?
You ere cbviously bewlldered, Father Shanley., You should quit your
job, for the worst thing you or any other director of yonth can do 1s
to give the impresslon to thoss under you..,that you ars not sure of .
yoursslf., It may not be sympathy these young people are craving.c.

but Encouragement,
: Yours slncersly

" W, Wazlsh, Teachser snd Convert,

P.8. If, as is gererelly sdmitted, this is a licentlous age. Many
marrisges ere breaking down because of merital infidelity. The gullty
partrers would welecome & director like you, for after all, thsse %oo
would welcome under pressure & word of ccmfort. Thers's nothing 1ike
1t for the Erring, Away with a1l morality and away with blsexusal,
homosexuslity and all the other fancy terms, Away with Directors for
they are an absurdlty in the enlightened psychology. Lat!s be honsst
end heve a free for ell with no new or nasty nsmes, Dear Fr. SharleY..s
you'rs not living in an ideal world, A director above all rmst not be
NAIVE...Tou’d be well sdvised to avoid ell the beggars on the streets
of your native Boston, for thelr hard-luck stories may not elways be true.

I snswered by wrlting him the followlng:
PARABLE

Wnen Jesus was asksd what 2 man shonld do to receive everlasting
1ife He smphasized wholehearted love toward God and treh neighbor,

A certein homosexusl was going down from New York to Boston and
he fell in with red-necked Irish Cathollics who beat wp faggots both for
enbersairment and as proof of orthodoxy, who afder both stripping him
and besting bhim went thelr way leaving him half-dead, But as it
happensd a certain priest was golng down the szme way; and when he saw
him he passed by, Why? Obviously the man was a quser and anyway the
priest was on his way to an important radio program whers he was to glve
the officisl ehurch condemmatlon of homosexuality lest Christians ba
gaduced into 1t end lose their sculs. And likewlse a laymsn also when
he was near the place snd saw him, passed by, For he wes on hls way to
& legislative hearing on sboritlon where be was to thunder eboub the
fmmorelity and tims prevent the evil that accompanies sexual licentious-
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But & corihsin Semaritan as he journeyed came upon him end geeling
him was movad with compassion, And he went up o him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oll and wins,

But the prisst and ths layman who had passed by saw from afar what
i1t was that was transpiring and they took alarm seying: this man must
also bs a fairy; obviously he &pproves of this unspesksble vice, They
peturnsd to whisper to the gathering erowd and then stood by softly
disepproving of violerce while the erowd bead sanseless ths hapless
Ssmaritan, Ragrettsble, they cpinesd, that Catholics should bs 8o
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