47 Maugus Hill Rda.,
Wellesley Hills, Mass,
April 14, 1970

Richard Cardinal Cushing
Archbishop of Boston

2101 Commonwealth Avenue
Brighton, Massachusetts 02135

Tour Eminence:

I would like to take this oppdrtﬁnity to welcome you

home from the bhospitsl and to extend to you our Preyers thzt
your health will continue to improve,

I am sure you often receive letters of complsint, busg
how often do Jou receive letters of praise? I would like to
share with you an unforgettsble Holy Saturday night and Esster
Sunday morning that a group of us experienced. My husbsnd snd
I were part of s gToup who served bacon and €ggs, coffee znd
doughnuts to Father Paul Shanley's "Street People” a2t the Blue
Hills, This was one of the most beautiful, but saddest, nights
we had ever experienced, At midnight on Holy Saturday night g
group of men snd high school Boy Scouts drove to the Blue Hills
To'start the fires which we needed both for cooking and to warm
Us., "An hour lster couples arrived with 56 dozen doughnuts,

32 lbs. of cooked bacon, 28 dozen €gss and 25 gellons of hot
coffee. Fr, Paul arrived with his "Street People" zbout 2:00 g.m,
We wondered how They would reasct to us "square parents" and we,
oo, wondered whether or not we would feel threstened by those
obviously on drugs. But we had a besutiful night, shering
breaskfsst with them, talking sbout bPlaces they had been, how

they had come to know Fr. Psul, snd the boys we hzd brought with
us talked Boy Scouts with some who had been Scouts,

About 4:45 ag,m, Fr, Paul gathered us all on a knoll
overlooking the fireplaces for a meditation service, one we will
never forget.  He spoke to them of alienation, of communal life,
the need we all bave occasionslly to be by ourselves to think of
where we've been and where we're going. But what really touched
8ll of us was the way Fr. Paul spoke to these boys and girls
about Jesus--gs if he was his closest friend--about deszth end
Tesurrection and thav this resurrection morning was a new start
in 2 new dsy. Then Fr. Paul expleined that one boy, whon he
celled by name, would select a torch from the fire thst warmed
us and fed us and that he would light our way to the top of the
hill where we would light the Easter Fire and celebrzte the
Eezster Liturgy.

The liturgy was truly besutiful znd the parvici
wss unforgettaeble. One of the "Street People" rezd the Epi
and they all shared in the Prayers of the Faithful, one
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San Francisco) rTeémembered her fathep who would not be with
her this Jear, another hig friend, Peter, who Was killed ip
& car accident the dey before, And so the prayers continued,
. painful but Very sincere, Thig Was an Esster Msss we would

I think, too, what so Bany of us foung unforgettable
about the night was the relationshlp between Fr, Paul gng
these "Street People." He is the epitome of patience ang they
flock aroung bim 35 if he was the Pie@ Piper. vYet this is no%

a
Father Paui I anm somebody, " Actually other’than his homily

and meditation €rvice he szig little to them but Weés always
there to listen, _

-the Government Center, located near a8 Police Station, which
would ‘be ideasl fop his work but S0 far he had beep unsuccessful,

I'm sure the fact that Fr, Paul was abie to obtain
permis§ion from the MpG to hold hisg Easter Service at the

Iroper, I know, Your Eminence, that you Teceive many requests
esch day, bpt if there W8s some way you could help Fp, Paul

Thank you so much, Your Eminence, for tsking the time
to resd ny letter, Our Prayers are with Jou sand with all or
the priests who are working so hard in this Archdiocese,

Sincerely,

Mrs, Rébert G. Burns
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