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U decades. In some cases, docu-
Z ments and letters that the archdio-
1 cese possessed have been entered
s«into the file. In other cases, people
#.are making sex-abuse allegations -

o for the first time, .
" : :

B el led 466 1
abuse and that 46 of
%abuse were ‘mad,

; S drawn. Ac

£rcusations have been made against

1133 priests, reli IgY,
the

for the boy involved,” Laughlin
said, -“reprimanded me . severely,
actually cried because -of what 1
had done to the boy, the chi

7 2003, '

& Archdiocese spokesman Bud
s~ Bunce said there are several rea-
1" sons for the discrepancy. Many of
- the accusations came as a result of
the bankruptcy and well after Viaz-
ny announced his calaations,
Bunce said. Several others wete the
& responsibility of Catholic organiza-
* tions other than the archdiocese,
- such as a ‘teacher at fesuit High
School, he said,

“Many of these persons are

€. ayself, - and ‘said; Yoi've

I stop this completely right here
now," and -asked me specifically,
‘Do you think you need profes-
; Stonal help?' ’

¢ “Andlsaid, ‘No.'"

About two years later, Dwyer
confronted Laughlin a second time
on similar accusations.

“It was similar to the first, but far

: more serious,” Laughlin said in re-
" wrongly alleged to be archdiocesan calling the meeting. “And he said, ‘[
; agents,” Bunce said in a wiitten re- will have to move you now." *

;. Spobseto questions.

Dwyer transferred Laughlin to
pastor of All Saints Parish in Port-
land.

tn another example found in the
bankruptcy file, a former president
of the University of Portland, the

Regardless of religious order, the
magnitude of the alleged abuse
surprised a longtime critic of the
archdiocese.

“I never would have thought it

: . .o B Rev: Theddore J. Mehlingmoved at
: -was that high for Oregon,” said Bilk by o oy

: Crane, ditector of the Oregon Sur- least dine abuisive priest

; vivors Network of those Abused by

; Priests. “Now here we are in bank-
Tuptey, still peeling away the layers
of this onion. And.that's a pretty
big onion.” i L

Bankritptcy - documents . also
show how far the archdiocese has
come in child-abuse reporting

, Since the Rev. - Thomas Laughlin’s

+- 1983-conviction for sexually’abiis: |

ing two altar boys. The, documents f
haw, - ver, ‘that complete 7
ncyisnotthendle. b

+. Ina 1958 letter to the Rev. Archi-
2l ~bal McDawell,:who has’faced
23 two claims in Oregon,- Mehlirig'dis-

s heartbreak ovef cepons

fo:  “When, for God's sake,
(% - BOIng o learn 10 keep.

‘Psychalogical evaluation is:fiow
routine. -for; accused pedop
- and “ephiebophiles, “the teri* for’
adults who are sexually atracted,
.adolescents.. . . ¢
* Laughlin forced a change
-tules ‘After the priest’s 1983 airest,.
' thi diocese adopted new rules’
t

Whish 4y privst
‘abusing a minor is-re- qved‘at
thorities and removed Sent a le
e o sy, béglgxt\{gtgyreco that would not be
5t 3¢ - Maurice™ *‘The Laughlin case demonstrates utin & move thal y
wAsian "Catholics in’ Oregon, de- Grammond,  Pordand's' “most.- how paoidy priest accusations used aﬂ-‘gﬁ;ﬁ’dzﬂﬁ;‘ﬁﬁ‘ &”‘éﬁ&i"é:;’
i parted in 2001 under what was de-  accused priest. - : “to be handled. pri er ]

) the:spir-
ival leader for many Southieast

w
3y

;s Scribed at:the dme as routirie cir-  Crane said the additional infor- records show.

S 3l 1 In a 1986 deposition filed in the
i cumstances. - mationin'the banktuptcy files sap: bankruptey,” Laughlin - described .
& Undisclosed was the fact thar Ported his clirms that the archdio- meétings with Archbishop Robert |

% prosecutars considered sex-abuse Cese has notbeen completely can- . Dwyer and his successor, Arch-
1 accusations against him credible, did about past abuise. bishop Comelius M. Power. He
& but chose not to pursue charges  "Once agai, there's a continual said (hat both men. now dead,
Wbecause -to0 much time had pattem that takes place that they knewhehad abused boys, but nev-
G passed since the assaults in the alwajs minimize) Crane said. < forced him into treatment or re-

5 1980s. “Now we're finally getting more in-  tricted his access to childrer.

2 And as extensive a5 the bank. formadon.” He recalled being summoned to
a ruptcy records are, they only hint ~ Bunce said the archdiocese has Dwyer's office in 1970 after some-
% atthé complete record on child sex  been as candid as possible. one reported him for abusing a boy

5, abuse within the Catholic Church  “We have tried to be openabout When he was a pastor in Corvallis.
32 inOregon, the number of claims and number ~ “He expressed terrible cancern
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And under those rules, parishio-
ners were largely left in the dark
when priests were removed be-
cause of an accusatdon, the Rev.
Charles Lienert said in a deposi-
tdon. .. ..

through two: yeais of therapy After

consultmg w1th theraplsts Levada-

se supemsxon ‘The arch-

didcese received no reports of sex-

ual rmsconduct for the rest of his

: comment' n

Sparks wrote that “efforts were
made during this investigation to
interview the suspect and he re-
fused.” But the abuse allegedly oc-
curred in the 1980s, and Sparks de-
clined to prosecute Minh because
uch time had passed sirice

, who did not’ ‘Wwork for

" the Redemptonsts at the tifvie; said

she did-not know why officials did
not pubhcxze the accusations. -

“I can only speculate:that it was
not’ dxscussed fo proteet; the priva-
cy of anyone involved: in:the case
— that means’ Father Minh and
anyone who would have been ac-
cusing him,” she said.

Stremel ‘added that the currgnt
leader of the Redemptonsts who

. did not handlé Minh’s. removal in
2001; informs congregations when
priests are removed because of § §ex
. abuse allegations.

Minh could not be reached to
the allegatlons He s

Ashbel Tony" Green: 503-221. 8202,
N tonygreen@news oregomarLcom

" Stave Woodward: 503-294-5134; *
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