Irish Priest Likes Hendersonville

By CONNIE CLARIS

HENDERSONVILLE—Hen-
dersonville has a new Catho-
lic priest who could have
stepped right out of an old
Bing Crosby movie. Youthful
and handsome, with a bit of
a brogue, the Rev. Hugh
Clarke came straight from
Kildare, Ireland, to his as-
signment as assistant pastor
at  Immaculate Conception
Church.

Like Ireland

The Rev. Mr. Clarke flew
into Asheville Airport Dec. 22,
having left his native Ireland
just the day before. “I find
this area just like my home
in County Donegal, where T
was born. The same moun-
tainous countryside. And the
climate is just like Ireland,
too. Ireland in July, that is!”
He smiled his appreciation of
the (at that time) unseason-
ably warm winter weather.

However Western North
Carolina is the only part of
the United States he has seen
as yet. “‘New York City was
fogged in when I arrived and
1 didn't even glimpse a sky-
scraper.”

Clarke was born in Lifford,
a town of 2,000 which is the
capital of County Donegal, He
is one of 10 children, the only
member of his family to
choose religion as a vocation,

Carmelite

A member of the Carmelite
order, he was educated in a
seminary and took his degree
in philosophy at the Univers-
ity of Dublin. I expect to re-
main in America for one
year as assistant to Father
Lane (the Rev. Howard V.
Lane). Then I hope to get my

" doctorate when I return
home."

“This is the first time I
have been stationed in a par-
ish,” he continued enthusias-
tically, “It is wonderful, The

people are so friendly. In Eng-
land people are more re-
served. They hardly speak,
even when they know you.
Here nobody knows me but
everybody speaks to me!”
Clarke's engaging personality
invites friendship from all who
meet him.

London Monastery

For 10 years following his
ordination, the 37 - year - old
priest was stationed near
London at a 12th century mon-
astery called The Friars, It
is a combination resort and re-
treat, with as many as 300

guests in residence. Listed
with the board of British An-
tiquities, The Friars is a pil-
grimmage center visited an-
nually by 20,000 Americans
and countless Europeans.
Ancient handicrafts are be-
ing revived at The Friars,
where the brothers make
wrought iron, ceramics, and
woodcarvings for sale to tour-
ists, They also weave silk
material for vestments.

Travels About

Besides his work at The
Friars, Clarke frequently
traveled about Britain lectur-
ing on religion and the his-
tory of the reformation. He
also spent several years couns
seling refugees from behind
the Iron Curtain, particularly
from Poland.

In recognition of his serv-
ice to refugees, he was award-
ed the Gold Cross of Merit by
the Republic of Poland, The
government - in - exile pre-
sented him with ils highest
decoration at an impressive
ceremony in the London em-
bassy.

A vigorous, athletic man,
Clarke was a varsity. rugby
player both in high school
and at the university. He is
also quite interested In dra-
matics. "I have always served

on drama committees and
have even writlen iwo one-
act plays. I don't know how
many skits I have put on.”
He was frequently in the au-
dience of the Abbey Players
during his years in Dublin.

Though he drives ‘a car
back home, he now plans to
take some driver - training
lessons before venturing out
on the North Carolina high-
ways, It takes considerable
courage when you have al-
ways driven on the left side
of the road.

During his first visit to the
United States, Clarke expects
to acquire “a broadening of
vision. A meeting of the new
world, It is like & breath of
fresh air after living in the
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old world,” he added. “I ex-
pect a fusion of both in my
m .ﬂ

He went on to compare two
men from the old and the new

dent Kennedy touched the
hearts of Europe, When Presi-
dent Kennedy died, many lit-
tle children who were not
Catholics brought their pen-
nies and asked me to say
Mass for him.

‘‘With only a few short years
and without any great pro-
nouncements, I cannot under-
stand how each of these men
in&a];emed the people so
much.” v

HUGH CLARKE



