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Rev. J M Bettencourt o Avala,
Carmel Church

x-pastor of Mt.

. FALL RIVER — The Rev. Jose
Maria Bettencourt e Avlla, 81,

retired pastor of Qur Lady of Mounnt - .

Carmel Church, New Bedford, ard a
priest for 58 years, died Thursday,
Nov. 3, 1988, at '.!le Rose Haﬂhom
Lathrop Home.,

Father Avila, who had been living

in Falmouth sloce bis retirement,” §

served as pastor of the New Bedford
ramh from May 1964 until resign-
ng becauge of illness in January
1574.

The ‘Most Rev. Danlel A. Cronin,
S.T.D;, bishop of the Fall River Dio-
cese, ‘Iill be principal celebrant for
a Coneelebraeed Funeral Mass at 11
a.m. Monday at St Anthony Church,
East Falmouth. His body will lie in
state from 2 to 9 p.m. Sunday at the
church, with 2 welcoming ceremony
at 2 and wake service at 7.

Born in Rosaly, Sao Jorge, Azores,
on, Nov. 16, 1908, Father Avila was
the son of the late Joao Maria Bet-
tencourt e Avila and Rosa Silveira
de.Sanches de Bettencourt e Avila.
The eldest in a family of eight chil-
dren, he received his elementary
elintation on Sao Jorge and went to
high school In neighboring Terceira,
‘before coming to the United States
:about 1925 to 'study for the priest-
hood at Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore.
He received his bachelor of arts and
-licentiate in Sacred theology with
highest honors.

" . He was ordained on June 14, !930
_in St. Mary Cathédral.

Father Avila served curacies at
St. Anthony Church, Taunton, and
Onr Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
New Bedford, before belng gent to
Washington, D.C., in.1937, for
advanced studies at Catholic Univer-
sity. He received a2 master of arts

+ degree. He also studled at Harvard
, University.
Returning o the diocese, he was 3
.curate at Our Lady of the Immacn-
late Conception Church, New Bed-
ford; Our Lady of Health, Fal)-River,
and agnq at Immaculats Conception
Church and ‘became administrator of
|St Antbony Church, East Falmoutb
An 1944, :

© J.M. Bettencoust ¢ Avila

Was a piiest for 58 years

Being named pagtor of Qur Lady
of Mgunt Carmel was a unique dis-
tinction in that he was called upon to
replace the RL Rev. Msgr.
Pacheco Vieira, the parish’s sacond
pastor. who died in March 1984 at 98
after serving 36 years., -

" The parish had been formed to
Portuguese-speaking residents' and'
Father Avila’s pastorate colncided
with the early years of a new wave
of Portuguese linmigrants to this
area. Re was active in promoting
English clasyes, studies for citizen-

ship ;nd the development of a bilin-

He was named & New Bed!otd City .
Council chaplain in December 1967,
when members of the ¢lergy were
{nvited to open ity sessions with
prayer.

- Survivorg include three sisters,
Rosa Silveira and Maria Silva, both
of Stoughton, and Maria Jose Avelar
of Sao Jorge; and two, btoehers,
Antonjo M. and Manuel , both of
Sao Jorge.
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